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Letter from the

Ridley Chair
I am pleased to present to you the Ridley 
Scholarship Program’s 2021 Annual Report. While 
the Covid-19 pandemic continues to impose 
unexpected challenges on all of us, Ridley remains 
committed to supporting our scholars and building 
a community of learning, leadership and legacy for 
Black students at the University.  

Despite necessary constraints placed by the 
University on in-person gatherings, Ridley contin-
ued to provide our scholars with virtual enrichment, 
networking, and leadership development program-
ming opportunities. The program also hosted an 
engaging and impactful virtual scholar selection 
weekend for twenty-one finalists in March, awarding 
four-year full tuition and fees scholarships to five 
outstanding students. 

I am excited to share that this past spring, Ridley 
received its largest single corporate gift to date of $1 
million from Truist Wealth. With this gift, we estab-
lished Ridley’s first full cost of attendance four-year 
merit scholarship and funded the creation of the 
Truist-Ridley Leadership and Financial Education 
Academy, which will provide Black students with 
leadership and financial literacy workshops and 
introduce them to careers in that sector. This gift, 
along with commitments from our benefactors, 
allowed us to surpass our Fiscal Year 2021 fundrais-
ing goal of raising $1 million by 86%, resulting in a 
total of $1.86 million. 

We are truly grateful for your steadfast support of 
Ridley during this unusual time. Your generosity has 
allowed Ridley to grow our community of scholars, 
elevate the Ridley Scholar Experience, and positively 
impact Black student life at the University. 

Consuelo A. Kendall (Col ’03)
Chair, Ridley Scholarship Program

Building  
a legacy  
for 
tomorrow
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Liyon Afework 
Gregory Ledford Scholar 
Alexandria, VA
I completed my degree in finance and 
management with concentrations 
in global commerce and real estate. 
While at UVA, I interned as the 
school’s Community Development 
Intern, served as the Diaspora Intern 
for the Ethiopian Embassy, a Sales 
and Trading Summer Analyst for J.P. 
Morgan, the COVID-19 Relief Response 
Intern for the Salvation Army, and 
an Investment Banking Summer 
Analyst for Wells Fargo. Looking into 
the future, I plan to establish my own 
self-sufficient nonprofit organization 
that will serve underrepresented com-
munities similar to those I grew up in.

Jolie Magenheimer 
Ridley Andrade Scholar  
Leesburg, VA
I completed a degree in architecture 
with a concentration in design think-
ing. At UVA, I served as a tour guide for 
the University Guide Service and was 
a member of the National Organization 
of Minority Architecture Students, as 
well as the Outreach Student Advisory 
Committee. I also produced an admis-
sions video about the Black student 
experience that has been used by the 
University’s Office of Admissions.

CLASS OF 2021

Danielle Muriel 
Sylvia V. Terry Scholar 
Virginia Beach, VA
I completed a degree in biology and 
women and gender studies on a 
pre-medical track and am passionate 
about medicine, women’s liberation 
and empowerment, and the educa-
tional development of children and 
young adults. I was the Program 
Planning Chair of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc., President of the National 
Pan-Hellenic Council at UVA, and an 
executive board member of the Black 
Student Research Network, working 
to improve various aspects of Black 
student life at UVA. Upon graduating, I 
plan to take a gap year to scribe before 
attending medical school.

Ja’Mel Reed 
Ridley Bryce Scholar 
Middlesex, VA
I completed dual degrees in poetry and 
cognitive science with a concentration 
in linguistics. On Grounds, I served as a 
Peer Advisor for the Office of African-
American Affairs and a Tour Guide and 
Probationary Chair for the University 
Guide Service. I was a member of the 
Culture of Respect Educators, served 
on the Echols Advisory Committee, 
acted as a tour guide at Monticello, 
and served as the student member of 
the fall 2020 committee planning the 
return to Grounds. Upon graduation, 
I will begin work at Bain & Company 
Consulting Firm. 

Rikia Freeman 
Hoel-Perkins Scholar
Suffolk, VA
I completed a degree in aerospace 
engineering. I spent my time outside 
of the classroom training for half 
marathons, serving as the president 
of UVA’s chapter of the American 
Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics, acting as Secretary and 
Publicity Chair of Marketing for the 
High Powered Rocketry Club at UVA 
and holding membership in UVA’s 
chapter of the National Society of 
Black Engineers. After graduation, I will 
be working for Lockheed Martin Space. 

Garvey Cummings 
Holland-Blackburn Scholar
Maynard, MA
I am studying human biology with a 
minor in bioethics on the pre-med 
track. With the support of the Double 
Hoo grant, I worked in the Bouton Lab 
to help isolate cellular pathways that 
influence triple negative breast cancer 
therapies. I also worked as a medical 
scribe at the UVA Emergency Medicine 
Department. At the University, I serve 
as a tour guide for the University Guide 
Service, work as an undergraduate 
teaching assistant for introductory 
chemistry and put on bi-annual 
performances as the Vice President of 
the Virginia Dance Company.

Isaiah Jenkins 
Ridley Flagship Scholar
Danville, VA
I study sociology with a minor in 
African American and African 
Studies, with hopes to attend medical 
school. On Grounds, I serve as the 
Probationary Chair for the University 
Guide Service, a Peer Teacher for the 
biology department, and Co-Director 
of Finance for Fashion for a Cause 
(FFC). This summer I was an intern for 
UVA’s Office of Admission, worked as 
an EMT in Charlottesville and interned 
as a nurse for the Charlottesville Free 
Clinic. One of my long-term goals is to 
open a practice to serve marginalized 
and underserved communities. 

CLASS OF 2022

Takara Washington 
Hoel-Perkins Scholar
Gordonsville, VA
I am pursuing a degree in nursing. 
In the School of Nursing, I serve as 
Co-President of Diversity in Nursing 
for a Better Community (DNBC), 
which promotes diversity within the 
nursing profession. I also serve as a 
peer advisor for the Office of African-
American Affairs. After graduation, I 
plan to pursue a career as a labor and 
delivery nurse while working toward 
my ultimate goal of becoming a nurse 
midwife and women’s health nurse 
practitioner.

Andrea Parrish 
Richmond Ridley Clarence Cain Scholar
Midlothian, VA
I am studying systems engineering 
with minors in engineering business 
and data science. Over the summer, 
I completed a virtual internship in 
the Cybersecurity and Privacy sector 
at Pricewaterhouse Coopers (PwC). 
On Grounds, I serve as an RA for 
Housing and Residence Life and work 
at the Rotunda. Additionally, I am a 
member of the National Society of 
Black Engineers (NSBE), a member of 
the Society for Hispanic Professional 
Engineers (SHPE) and give tours of the 
School of Engineering to prospective 
students and their families.

Salem Zelalem 
Ridley Flagship Scholar
Burke, VA 
I completed a degree in economics 
and English (Distinguished Majors 
Program). On Grounds, I was heavily 
involved with Flux Poetry and Spoken 
Word and used that platform to help 
foster a welcoming environment 
for marginalized voices. I was also a 
two-time member of UVA’s College 
Union Poetry Slam Invitational 
(CUPSI) team, an Echols Ambassador, 
and a Miller Arts Scholar for creative 
writing. Upon graduation, I will begin 
work at Oliver Wyman as a consultant 
in New York City.

2020-2021
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Kendall Davis 
Gregory R. Batipps Memorial Scholar
Arlington, VA
I am majoring in biology and plan to 
minor in women, gender, and sexuality 
studies on a pre-optometry track. On 
Grounds, I am involved with medi-
cal services and youth mentorship 
through Madison House, the Daniel 
Hale Williams Pre-Health Society, 
and ReMix Acapella Group. This past 
summer, I participated in the Summer 
Health Professions Education Program 
at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, which solidified my inter-
ests in optometry and in addressing 
health disparities. 

Maxine Deveaux 
Holland-Blackburn Scholar
Takoma Park, MD
I am a double major in global public 
health and sociology on the pre-med 
track. I recently received my EMT 
certification, and now volunteer with 
the Charlottesville-Albemarle Rescue 
Squad assisting with patient care and 
transport. On Grounds, I give tours 
through the University Guide Service, 
work as a research and teaching 
assistant, and am a member of Phi 
Sigma Pi National Honor Fraternity. 
After graduation I plan on taking a gap 
year and apply to medical school.

Milan Marsh 
Hoel-Perkins Scholar
Richmond, VA
I am a mathematics major and plan to 
minor in Spanish. I had the amazing 
opportunity to be a virtual marketing 
and business development intern at 
a startup company in Amsterdam 
called WeSayHej this past year, which 
was a truly life-changing experience. 
This year, I hope to study abroad in 
Valencia. I also hope to one day get 
my PhD in mathematics.

Selam Herring 
Richmond Ridley Clarence Cain Scholar
Richmond, VA
I am a youth and social innovation 
major with a psychology minor. I 
am passionate about equitable and 
effective education for children and 
enjoy learning how research in psy-
chology and cognition can inform best 
practices. On Grounds, I am a member 
of the Virginia Belles acapella group. I 
volunteer with children each semester 
and was a classroom tutor for a group 
of high school government students 
through a program run by Madison 
House this past spring. I am excited 
to discover my focus areas within my 
major during this academic year.

Alexis Stokes 
Richmond Ridley Clarence Cain Scholar
Richmond, VA
I am a psychology major with a minor 
in women, gender & sexuality studies. 
Every summer I volunteer at a local 
recreational center as a summer 
camp counselor for children ages 5 
to 14. On Grounds I was a member 
of Black Monologues, serving as hair 
and makeup designer for the film. 
I also joined a ministry on campus, 
which was really helpful during this 
tough semester that we all overcame. 
This year I hope to be more active on 
Grounds.  

CLASS OF 2023

Gabrielle Jefferson
Ridley-Reid Scholar
Richmond, VA
I am studying global studies and 
journalism alongside a potential minor 
in leadership and public policy to refine 
my passion for activism and social jus-
tice. During my first year I was involved 
with International Justice Mission, 
Kids Acting Out and the Black Student 
Association (BSA). This year I plan to 
pursue my interest in screenwriting 
and strengthen my Spanish speaking 
skills. My objective, whether through 
government or mixed media, is always 
to amplify overlooked voices and 
stories, and I am excited to continue 
working towards this goal at UVA. 

Jalon Thomas
Holland-Blackburn Scholar
Reistertown, MD
I am a computer science major with 
plans to minor in either data science 
or engineering business. Over the 
summer, I participated in remote 
research as part of the Shin Lab, 
during which our team used machine 
learning to help diagnose vestibular 
and neurological conditions in mice. 
This year, I hope to continue working 
in the Shin Lab as well as further my 
involvement in the Google Developers 
Club and the Computer and Network 
Security Club.

CLASS OF 2024

The past 18 months have been a lesson 
in innovation and resilience. Just as we were 
planning our 2020 Scholar Selection weekend, the 
pandemic moved us into a virtual format, and then 
our graduating scholars departed UVA without 
the tradition of “wearing the honors of honor” and 
walking the Lawn. We then expected the fall semester 
to be a return to normalcy, but as we all know, our 
scholars shifted to virtual learning at the peak of their 
college experience.

Virtual classrooms. Weekly COVID tests. 
Contact tracing. No social activities. Through a 
bevy of challenges many of us could never fathom, 
our scholars have continued to excel academically 
and have grown in ways that will positively shape 
how they respond to change in the future.

Programming in the 2020-2021 academic 
year was limited to virtual formats, but even in 
the new “Zoom Age,” scholar relationships with 
board members were enriched and supported. 
Connections to the UVA Career Center and other 
partners on Grounds enlightened scholars on 
opportunities beyond the classroom and sup-
ported their growth. Through individual meetings 
with Ridley staff, scholars received coaching and a 
space to talk about managing their academic and 
social lives in COVID’s new normal.

Our scholars returned to Grounds in the fall, 
and the Ridley Scholarship Program board mem-
bers and staff will be there for them. Through 
your continued support, we are changing the lives 
of outstanding Black students from around this 
country whose passion for growth and change 
impacts the UVA experience for all.

Javona L. Braxton
Ridley Scholarship Committee Chair

Letter from the
Scholarship  
Committee Chair

To learn more about 
our Ridley Scholars 
and their contributions 
to UVA and their 
communities, please 
visit RIDLEYUVA.ORG.
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Fourth Year
Reflections

I am so incredibly grateful 
for the experiences and com-
munity I have been gifted 
through Ridley. I truly cannot 
imagine the person I would be 
without the many opportuni-
ties and lessons that Ridley has 
opened up for me, and I know 
the friends I have made here 
will continue to be a source 
of joy in the years to come. In 
particular, I remember being 
completely dazzled by an Alvin 
Ailey concert and floored by the 
National Museum of African 
American History and Culture. 
Ridley has made a tremendous 
impact in my life, and sincerest 
thank yous to each donor for 
helping this program thrive.

Salem 
Zelalem

Mia Morgan (Col ’06)
Whenever I reflect 
on my time at UVA, it 
is hard to overstate 
the impact of the 
Ridley community 
on my experience. 
Implicit in the name 
was a constant 
reminder that I did 
belong at the University. The guiding princi-
ples of learning, leadership and legacy, plus a 
full-hearted belief that I should never doubt 
my seat at any table, have served me well 
long after my days on Grounds. Today, I am an 
Associate General Counsel with Facebook in 
London, tackling challenges around content 
moderation and emerging regulations. 

Ravyn Stringfield (Col ’16)
I majored in French 
and comparative 
literature, and with 
funding from Ridley 
I studied abroad in 
France twice. I was 
an intern with the 
Ridley Scholarship 
Program and the Ad-
missions Outreach Office, lived in La Maison 
Française, and was the stage manager for 
Black Monologues. After graduating in 2016, 
I pursued my Ph.D. in American Studies at 
William & Mary and documented that journey 
at blackgirldoesgradschool.com. I was award-
ed the Halleran Dissertation Completion 
Fellowship this year and anticipate graduat-
ing in May 2022. I’m also a writer whose work 
has appeared in publications such as ZORA, 
Shondaland, Catapult, and midnight & indigo.

Alumni
spotlight

There are too many wonderful 
memories and things I’ll miss to pick just 
one, but I’m so grateful for UVA and Ridley 
making my time here and future elsewhere 
something to be so very grateful for. The 
one thing I am of course most fortunate 
for is the people who I have met along the 
way and the time I got to be around those I 
learned to love. It was going through UVA 
with them that made it worthwhile. Before 
even stepping foot here as a student, I 
asked for UVA to make me the best person 
I could be within these short four years 
before graduating, and now I couldn’t be 
happier with the person I am today.

Ja’Mel 
Reed 
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We ended the fiscal year 
achieving yet another milestone for 
the Ridley Scholarship Program: 
the attainment of a fund balance 
of just under $17.0 million.  

Cash contributions of $0.3 million 
during 2021 were in line with 2020, 
continuing the program on the path 
toward its objectives. Unrealized capi-
tal gains in 2021 of $4.0 million repre-
sented a growth rate of approximately 
31.8% of the beginning asset value and 
were higher than the prior year. Total 
scholarship and operating expenses 
of $470,427 amounted to 3.2% of the 
average fund balance during the year, 
which sits below the target expense 
range of 4%-6% for endowment funds. 
Total contributions and unrealized 
gains of $4.6 million, less $470,427 in 
operating and scholarship expenses 
resulted in net income of $4.2 million.

With your continued support, we 
will be able to significantly grow our 
endowment and continue to act on our 
strategic goal of increasing the number 
of full tuition and fee scholarships we 
offer to phenomenal students, while 
prudently managing costs. 

Bryan Myers Jr. (Com ’09) 
Treasurer, Ridley Scholarship Program

Financials
for Fiscal Year 2020-2021

Letter from the
Treasurer

* conclusion of 30th Anniversary Capital Campaign
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Contributions Ridley Scholarship Program

Thank you to our generous leadership donors who 
established new, endowed funds this fiscal year.

Professor Barbara D. Savage (’74) established the Savage-Fields Scholarship to honor her 
parents Mildred Savage Fields and Walter M. Fields, Jr. for sacrifices made to enable her and 
her brother Glenn Fields and sister Alice Fields to attend college.

Truist Wealth established the S. Buford Scott Ridley Scholarship, the first full cost of 
attendance Ridley scholarship for an African American student from the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. In addition, the Truist Corporation funded a two-year pilot for the Truist-Ridley 
Leadership and Financial Education Academy that will benefit up to 100 African American 
UVA students.

$1.86m+
Total dollars raised in FY21

$17m+
Ridley Program Funds total value

17
Total scholars supported 

in 20-21 academic year

$390k
Total dollars that flowed to  

scholars in 20-21 year
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